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The Tabernacle 

I have given you lots of different pictures to help you get 

basic idea of what the Tabernacle looked like 

 

To read the Bible online go to:  

http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/King-James-Version-KJV-Bible/ 

To read KJV in 21st Century English go to: 

http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/21st-Century-King-James-Version-KJ21-Bible/ 

  

http://www.searchtheword.org.uk/
http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/King-James-Version-KJV-Bible/
http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/21st-Century-King-James-Version-KJ21-Bible/


© Search the Word Bible Studies    Answers are based on the King James Version of the Bible http://www.searchtheword.org.uk/ 

  

http://www.searchtheword.org.uk/


© Search the Word Bible Studies    Answers are based on the King James Version of the Bible http://www.searchtheword.org.uk/ 

Sunday 

The Tabernacle Courtyard 

Bible Reading: Exodus 27v9-19; 38v9-20 

The Tabernacle was the special tent where the Israelites 

worshipped the LORD. The LORD had chosen Bezaleel and 

Aholiab to make all the things for it (35v30-35). There 

was a courtyard around the Tabernacle. 

Please remember that different artists draw the Tabernacle different ways. 

But hopefully you get the idea of what it basically looked like. 

 

1. How long was the court of the Tabernacle? (v18) 

2. How wide was the court of the Tabernacle? (v18) 

3. How high was the fence around the Tabernacle? (v18) 

A cubit is about 1 ½ feet. So the Tabernacle was 150 feet 

long and 75 feet wide. The fence was 7 ½ feet high. So 

people were not tall enough to see over it! 

4. What was the fence curtain made of? (v18) 

5. What were the fence posts, sockets and pins made of? (v10+19) 

6. What were the hooks and fillets made of? (v10) 

7. How many posts were on the north and south sides? (v9-11) 

8. How many posts were on the west side? (v12) 

9. Which side was the gate on? (v13-16) 

10. How wide was the gate? (v16) 

11. What was the gate made of? (v16) 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers 
1) 100 cubits; 2) 50 cubits; 3) 5 cubits; 4) Fine twined linen; 5) Brass; 6) Silver; 7) 20 posts 

on north side and 20 posts on south side; 8) 10 posts; 9) East side; 10) 20 cubits; 11) Blue, 

purple, scarlet and fine twined linen wrought with needlework 

 

MEANINGS: 

Twined = twisted, woven; 

Fillets = bands; 

Socket = hole that 

something is put into; 

Pillars = posts 

Hangings = material 

hung; 

Pins = tent pegs; 

Cubit = 1½ feet; 

Wrought = made 
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The Tabernacle pictures Christ 

The Tabernacle was the dwelling place of God.  

Christ became Man and was God dwelling among us (John 1v14). 

Fine linen 

The fence was made of fine twined linen. Fine linen in the Bible 

reminds us of righteousness (Revelation19v8).  

Christ is our Righteousness. He is the Righteous Man. 

(Romans 10v4; 2 Corinthians 5v21) 

One Doorway 

There was only one doorway into it. It was at the east end. All 

who wanted to worship God had to go through it. 

Jesus said, “I AM the Door.” (John 10v9). We must be saved 

before we can truly worship God. 

The door curtain of the courtyard was 20 cubits wide (v16). It 

was blue, purple, scarlet and fine twined linen. 

 

Blue 

Look up into the blue sky and think of heaven. Blue reminds us 

that Christ is God from heaven. 

Scarlet 

Scarlet is a shade of red. Adam was the first man. God made him 

from the dust of the ground. ‘Adam’ means ‘red earth.’ 

But there was a little worm that lived on cacti plants in the 

desert. When it was crushed it gave a red colour that was used 

as dye. 

Christ came to earth. He is Perfect Man. He was bruised on the 

cross for our sins (Isaiah 53v5). 

Purple 

You get purple by mixing blue and red. Also, purple was a colour 

worn by kings. Christ is God and Man. He is the Godman. He is, 

also, King of kings. 

Silver 

The door curtain was hung with silver hooks (v17). Atonement 

money was paid in silver (Exodus 30v11-16; 38v26-28). So we are 

reminded that Christ is our Redemption (Ephesians 1v7). 
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You could walk round the Tabernacle 

fence all day. But you couldn’t see over the fence...and 

you couldn’t get in....if you didn’t go to the one doorway. 

We must go to Christ. He’s the ONLY DOOR to salvation. 

 

“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” 
(John 10v9) 
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Monday  

The Brazen Altar and Laver 

Bible Reading: Exodus 30v17-21; 38v1-8 

Other Reading: Exodus 27v1-8 
 

The brazen altar and the laver were in the courtyard of 

the Tabernacle.  

1. What size was the altar for burnt offering? (38v1) 

2. What was it made of? (v1) 

Shittim wood was probably acacia wood. 

3. What was the wood covered with? (v2) 

4. How many horns had it? (v2) 

5. What way was the grate made? (v4) 

6. What were all the pots, pans, shovels and basins made of? (v3) 

7. Why were there staves for it? (v7) 

8. What was the laver made of? (v8) 

9. Where did the brass come from? (v8) 

10. Where was the laver put? (30v18) 

11. What was it for? (30v18-20) 

12. What would happen if they didn’t wash? (v20) 

 

Answers 
1) 5 cubits long, 5 cubits wide and 3 cubits high; 2) Shittim wood; 3) Brass; 4) 4 horns; 5) A 

network of brass; 6) Brass; 7) To carry it with; 8) Brass; 9) Women’s mirrors; 10) Between 

the Tabernacle and the brazen altar; 11) For Aaron and his sons to wash their hands and 

feet; 12) They would die 

 

 

MEANINGS: 

Brasen = brazen, made of 

brass; 

Foursquare = square, 

having 4 equal sides; 

Basons = basins; 

Overlaid = covered with; 

Compass = border; 

Midst = middle; 

Bear it withal = carry it 

with 

Shewed = showed; 

Minister = serve; 

Looking glasses = mirrors; 

Cubit = 1½ feet; 

Assembled = gathered; 

Hollow = not solid; 

Vessels = containers; 

Statute = law; 

Seed = descendants 
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The Tabernacle pictures Christ 

 

The Brazen Altar 

The brazen altar was overlaid with brass. Brass can endure fire. 

Christ died for our sin on the cross. He endured all of God’s 

wrath upon our sin (Isaiah 53v3-5). 

The brazen altar was used every day for animal sacrifices. People 

came to worship God. They brought living animals. The priests 

killed the animals. Their blood was shed. 

Christ shed His blood for us on the cross at Calvary. 

 

 

 

The Laver 

The laver was made from women’s brass mirrors. 

The Word of God is a mirror to show us our sin (James 1v22-25). 

But the priests had to wash their hands and feet before they 

went into the tabernacle. 

We must be clean from sin to serve the LORD. Christ cleanses us 

from sin. Then, we keep clean by reading and obeying His Word. 
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“Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:  

But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for 
ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” (Hebrews 10v11+12) 

 

Have you been cleansed in the blood of 

Christ from your sin? Are you praising Him? Are you 

reading God’s Word every day to keep you clean? 
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Tuesday  

Coverings & Curtains of the Tabernacle 

Bible Reading: Exodus 26v1-16, 29-37 

Other Reading: Exodus 36v8-38; Hebrews 10v19+20 
 

1. What height was the Tabernacle? (v15+16) 

2. What was the top covering on the Tabernacle? (v14) 

The white fence around the courtyard was 5 cubits (7 ½ 

feet) high. But the Tabernacle was 10 cubits (15 feet) 

high. So the badgers’ skins covering could be seen above 

the white fence. 

3. What covering was under the badgers’ skins? (v14) 

4. What was under the rams’ skins? (v7) 

5. What was under the goats’ hair? (v1) 

6. What was embroidered on it? (v1) 

7. What divided the Holy place from the Most Holy place? (v33) 

8. What was the veil made of? (v31) 

9. What was the hanging for the door like? (v36) 

The veil into the Most Holy place had cherubim on it. The 

veil into the Tabernacle’s Holy place didn’t have cherubim 

on it. 

10. What were the boards and bars made of? (v15+26) 

11. What were the boards and bars covered with? (v29) 

The boards were held together with bars. These were the 

walls of the Tabernacle. 

 

How did the priests feel in the Holy Place? 

Did the cherubim scare them? Were they afraid to meet 

God and die? One day you’ll meet God. Are you ready? 

 

“When we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire 
him” (Isaiah 53v2). 

Answers 
1) 10 cubits; 2) Badgers’ skins; 3) Rams’ skins dyed red; 4) Curtains of Goats’ hair; 5) 

Curtains of fine twined linen, blue, purple and scarlet; 6) Cherubims; 7) The vail; 8) Blue, 

purple, scarlet and fine twined linen with cherubims on it; 9) Blue, purple, scarlet and fine 

twined linen; 10) Shittim wood; 11) Gold 

MEANINGS: 

Cunning work = cleverly 

designed work, 

embroidery; 

Twined = twisted, woven; 

Tenons = handles; 

Socket = hole that 

something is put into 

Coupled = joined together; 

Beneath = under; 

Cherubim = angels; 

Taches = clasps; 

Fashion = pattern; 

Wrought = made; 

Veil = hanging curtain 

http://www.searchtheword.org.uk/


© Search the Word Bible Studies    Answers are based on the King James Version of the Bible http://www.searchtheword.org.uk/ 

The Tabernacle pictures Christ 

 

 

1) Curtains made of fine twined linen, blue, purple, and scarlet  

2) Curtains of Goats’ hair 

3) Covering of Rams’ skins dyed red 

4) Outer Covering of Badgers’ skins 

 

The Cover of Badgers’ Skins 

The Tabernacle was higher than the fence. The outside covering on it 

was badgers’ skins. It didn’t look very nice. But it protected the 

tabernacle from sun, wind and rain. 

The Bible says, “When we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 

should desire him” (Isaiah 53v2). This is said about Christ. 

He came to earth. The Jews didn’t see Him as the Messiah. Many 

people today don’t see any beauty in Him. Only to those who believe 

He’s God’s Son and the ONLY Saviour is He precious (1 Peter 2v7). 

 

The Cover of Rams’ Skins 

A ram is a male sheep. The rams’ skins were dyed red. These skins 

were taken from rams that had been killed. 

Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 

1v29). He was put to death on the cross for our sins  

(Isaiah 53v7; 1 Corinthians 15v3+4). 

 

The Curtains of Goats’ Hair 

Once a year 2 goats were used for the sin offering. One was killed. The 

other goat had sins confessed over it. Then, it was set free  

(Leviticus 16) 

Christ is our Sin Offering. He had no sins of His own. But God put our 

sins on Him (2 Corinthians 5v21) 

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  

(2 Corinthians 5v21) 
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Beautiful Blue, Purple, Red, Linen Curtains 

 

 

 

We’ve already learnt that blue reminds us Christ is God.  

Red reminds us Christ is Man crushed for our sins.  

Purple reminds us Christ is the Godman and King of kings.  

Fine linen reminds us Christ is Righteous....He cannot sin. 

This beautiful curtain had cherubims sewed on it. When Adam and Eve 

sinned God put them out of the Garden of Eden. He put cherubims to 

stop them getting back into Eden (Genesis 3v24). 

Cherubim remind us that God is Holy. He cannot allow sin where He is. 

 

The Veil into the Most Holy Place 

 

 

 

This veil reminds us of flesh of Christ (Hebrews 10v20). It is because 

Christ became Man and died for us that we can come to God. 

The veil into the Tabernacle didn’t have cherubim on it....only the veil 

into the Most Holy Place. 

The nearer we get to God, the more we realize how holy He is. 
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Wednesday  

The Holy Place 

Bible Reading: Exodus 25v23-40; 30v1-10; Leviticus 24v1-9 

Other Reading: Exodus 37v10-29 

The Table of Shewbread, the Candlestick and the Altar of 

Incense were inside the Holy Place. 

1. What size was the Table of Shewbread? (Ex 25v23) 

2. What was the table made from and covered with? (Ex 25v23+24) 

Shittim wood was probably acacia wood. 

3. What was kept on the table? (Ex 25v30; Lev 24v5+6) 

There were 12 cakes of showbread. There were 12 tribes 

of Israel.  All the tribes were remembered before the 

LORD. 

4. Who was the bread for? (Lev 24v9) 

5. Where were they to eat it? Lev 24v9) 

Aaron and his sons were the priests. Only the priests 

were meant to eat this bread. 

6. What was the candlestick beaten out of? (Ex 25v31) 

7. How many lamps had it? (Ex 25v37) 

8. What was used to keep the light burning? (Lev 24v2) 

9. What was the incense altar made of and covered with? (Ex 30v1+3) 

10. What size was it? (Ex 30v2) 

11. What was Aaron to burn on it? (Ex 30v7) 

12. When? (Ex 30v7+8) 

 

 

Answers 
1) 2 cubits long, 1 cubit wide and 1 ½ cubits high; 2) Made of shittim wood and covered 

with pure gold; 3) 12 cakes of shewbread; 4) Aaron and his sons; 5) The Holy Place; 6) Pure 

gold; 7) 7 lamps; 8) Pure olive oil; 9) Made of shittim wood and covered with pure gold; 

10) One cubit long, one cubit wide, and 2 cubits high; 11) Sweet incense; 12) Every 

morning and evening 

MEANINGS: 

Cubit = 1½ feet; 

Shewbread = show bread 

for priests; 

Overlay = cover with; 

Bear = carry; 

Knops = flower buds;  

Proceed = come out from; 

Covenant = agreement; 

Fashion = pattern 

Continually = all the time; 

Perpetual = forever; 

Statute = law; 

Frankincense = expensive 

perfume; 

Apothecary = perfume 

and spice dealer; 

Incense = spice burned to 

give nice smell; 

Atonement = peace with 

God 
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The Tabernacle pictures Christ 

 

The Table of Shewbread 

The shewbread was always before the LORD (Exodus 25v30). 

Jesus said “I AM the Bread of Life: he that cometh to Me shall 

never hunger.” (John 6v35). 

We must go to Jesus as the Only Saviour from sin. He will truly 

satisfy our souls. 

The showbread had to be baked from fine flour. 

Christ has no sin of His own but He had to suffer for us. 

 

 

The Candlestick 

The candlestick was beaten from one piece of pure gold. 

God the Son was beaten and suffered for our sin. 

The light from the candlestick burned continually 

 (Leviticus 24v2). 

Jesus said, “I AM the Light of the world.” (John 8v12). He is 

called the True Light (John 1v9). 

Pure olive oil kept it burning. 

Oil reminds us of the Holy Spirit. Christ is full of the Holy Spirit  

(Luke 4v1; Acts 10v38). 
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The Altar of Incense  

(The Golden Altar) 

Only incense was burned on this altar. No animals were sacrificed 

on it. Incense is like prayer. (Psalm 141v2) 

Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us (Hebrews 7v25). 

This means that He is always praying for all true Christians. 

Once a year, the high priest put a little blood on its horns. 

Christ is our Great High Priest. He died the cross, rose from the 

grave and lives in heaven today. 

Only because of this can we worship God with our prayers. 

 

 

The incense had a sweet smell. Our praise 

should be like sweet smelling incense to God. God is pleased 

with it. 

 

“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 

for them.”  (Hebrews 7v25) 
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Thursday  

The Most Holy Place 

Bible Reading: Exodus 25v10-22 

Other Reading: Exodus 37v1-9; Hebrews 9v2-7, 25-28 
 

The Ark of the Covenant was kept in the Most Holy Place 

in the Tabernacle. 

1. What size was the Ark of the Covenant? (v10) 

2. What was it made of and covered in? (v10+11) 

Shittim wood was probably acacia wood. 

3. What were the staves for? (v14) 

4. Where the staves to be taken off it? (v15) 

5. What was on the top of the Ark? (v17) 

6. What was the mercy seat made of? (v17) 

The mercy seat was like a golden lid on it. 

7. What was on the mercy seat? (v18) 

8. How did they cover the mercy seat? (v20) 

9. Where did they look toward? (v20) 

10. Where would the LORD speak from? (v22) 

The LORD was present between the 2 cherubim...just 

above the mercy seat. 

11. What was in the Ark? (Hebrews 9v4) 

The tables of the covenant are the 10 commandments. 

We’ll learn about Aaron’s rod budding later. 

 

 

 

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath 

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh.” 
(Hebrews10v19+20) 

 

Answers 
1) 2½ cubits long, 1½ cubits wide and 1½ cubits high; 2) Made of shittim wood and 

covered in pure gold; 3) To carry the Ark with; 4) No; 5) Mercy seat; 6) Pure gold; 7) 2 

cherubims; 8) With their wings; 9) Faced each other and looked toward the mercy seat; 

10) Above the mercy seat; 11) Golden pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 2 

tables of the covenant 

MEANINGS: 

Cubit = 1½ feet; 

Crown of gold = gold 

ridge to decorate it; 

Overlay = cover with; 

Borne = carried 

Cherubims = angels; 

Testimony = 10 

commandments; 

Commune = talk with; 

Sanctuary = holy place 
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The Ark of the Covenant 

The Holy God was present in the Most Holy Place  

(Exodus 25v22). He dwelt between the 2 cherubims on the mercy 

seat. The mercy seat was the meeting place with God.  

God is Holy. He hates all sin. He will not allow any sin into heaven. 

If we meet God in our sin, we will die.  

Christ is our ‘Mercy Seat’. Mercy is not getting what we deserve. 

Christ alone can get mercy from God for us. Or we’ll die in our 

sins and go to hell. 

Only the high priest was allowed to go into the Most Holy Place. 

He could only do it once a year. He had to take blood with him 

(Hebrews 9v7). 

Christ died ONCE for our sins. He is in heaven, in the Presence 

of God for us. He didn’t bring the blood of animals with Him. His 

own shed blood gets us mercy from God (Hebrews 7v27; 9v12, 

24+25). 

When Jesus died on the cross, God tore the veil of the temple 

from top to bottom (Matthew 27v50+51). 

God was showing that no more animal sacrifices were needed  

(Hebrews 10v4+11) 
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The 10 commandments, a pot of manna and Aaron’s rod that budded  

were inside the Ark of the Covenant 

 

We cannot keep God’s Law for we’re all 

sinners. But Christ cannot sin. He kept God’s Law 

perfectly. 
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Friday  

The Tabernacle set up 

Bible Reading: Exodus 40v17-33 

Other Reading: Hebrews 9v2-7 
 

See Structure and Dimensions of the Tabernacle Picture 

on the next page 

1. When was the Tabernacle set up? (v17) 

2. What way did Moses do it? (v19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29 +32) 

3. What was in the Most Holy Place? (v20+21) 

4. What were in the Holy Place? (v22, 24 +26) 

5. What side was the table on? (v22) 

6. What way was the bread set upon it? (v23) 

7. What side was the candlestick on? (v24) 

8. Where was the golden altar put? (40v26; 30v6) 

9. What was burnt on the golden altar? (40v26+27) 

10. What was the brazen altar used for? (v29) 

11. Where was the laver put? (v30) 

12. What was the laver used for? (v30-32) 

13. Who saw they did all the work God’s way? (39v43) 

 

Answers 
1) 1st day of 1st month in 2nd year after leaving Egypt; 2) As the LORD commanded Moses; 

3) Ark of the testimony; 4) Table of showbread, Candlestick, and Golden altar; 5) North; 6) 

In order before the LORD; 7) South; 8) Before the veil into the Most Holy Place; 9) Sweet 

incense; 10) Burnt offerings and meat offerings; 11) Between the brazen altar and the 

Tabernacle; 12) For Moses, Aaron and his sons to wash their hands and feet in; 13) Moses 

 

 

The Tabernacle was set up the way the 

LORD commanded. Is your life set up to please the Lord? 

 

“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him, and he in God.” (1 John 4v15) 

 

 

MEANINGS: 

Sanctuary = holy place; 

Reared up = set up; 

Vail = veil;  

Commanded = told to do; 

Testimony = 10 

commandments; 

Ark of testimony = Ark 

of Covenant 

Congregation = big 

gathering of people; 

Spread abroad = 

stretched out; 

Tent of the congregation 

= Tabernacle; 

Golden altar = altar of 

incense 
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Saturday  

Cloud covers the Tabernacle 

Bible Reading: Exodus 40v34-38; Numbers 9v15-23 
 

1. What filled the Tabernacle? (v34) 

2. Why was Moses not able to enter the Tabernacle? (v35) 

3. How did the Israelites know when to move camp? (v36) 

4. How did they know when to stay? (v37) 

5. What was on the tabernacle by night? (v38) 

Remember when they left Egypt, the LORD sent the pillar 

of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. They were 

to lead the Israelites (Exodus 13v21+22).  

6. How did they know where to set up camp? (Numbers 9v17) 

The LORD showed them when to go....when to stay....and 

where to go! 

7. At Whose commandment did they journey or stay? (v18) 

8. What did they do when the cloud stopped? (v18) 

9. What did they do when it stayed many days on the Tabernacle? (v19) 

This meant they took care of the Tabernacle. They were 

to set it up as the LORD said. They were to worship the 

LORD at it....in the way that He wanted. 

10. Did it matter if it was day or night? (v21) 

11. Did it matter if it was a short or long stay? (v22) 

 

 

 

 

MEANINGS: 

Tent of the congregation 

= Tabernacle; 

Journeyed =  

Abode = stayed; 

Reared up = set up 

Commandment = what 

you’re told to do; 

Remaining = staying; 

Thereon = on that; 

Pitched = set up tent; 

Tarried = waited long 
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Answers 
1) The glory of the LORD; 2) The cloud was on it and the glory of the LORD filled it; 3) 

When the cloud was taken up from over the Tabernacle; 4) If the cloud stayed on the 

Tabernacle; 5) Fire; 6) They set up camp at the place where the cloud abode on the 

Tabernacle; 7) The LORD’s; 8) Rested in their tents; 9) Kept the charge of the LORD; 10) No; 

11) No 

 

 

“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” 
(Colossians 2v9) 

 

Do you have the Lord with you? Are you 

letting the Lord guide you in your life? Where does He 

want you to go? What does He want you to do? What 

does he want you to say? 
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Journey from Egypt to Canaan 
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